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Preface 


The Weekly Coal Production (WCP) report provides 
weekly estimates of U.S. coal production by State. 
Supplementary data are usually published monthly in 
two supplements: the Coal Exports and Imports Sup- 
plement and the Domestic Market Supplement. The 
Coal Exports and Imports Supplement contains de- 
tailed monthly data on U.S. coal and coke exports and 
imports. The Domestic Market Supplement contains 
detailed monthly electric utility coal statistics, by Cen- 
sus Division and State, for generation, consumption, 
stocks, receipts, sulfur content, prices, and the origin 
and destination of coal shipments. This supplement 
also contains summary-level, monthly data for all coal- 
consuming sectors on a quarterly basis. 

Preliminary coal production data are published quar- 
terly, based on production data collected using Form 
EIA-6, “Coal Distribution Report.” Based on 1988 
through 1990 data, the coal production estimation error 
for a quarter at the national level (i.e,, the difference 
between the sum of the weekly estimates for a quarter 
and the quarterly EIA-6 preliminary data) ranges from 
1 percent to 4 percent for 1988, 1 percent to 2 percent 
for 1989, and 0.3 percent to 3 percent for 1990. 

Final coal production data are published annually, 
based on the EIA-7A coal production survey. Based 
on 1988 through 1990 data, the revision error for a 


quarter at the national level (i.e., the difference between 
the EIA-6 preliminary data and the EIA-7A final data) 
ranges from 0.02 percent to 0.08 percent for 1988, 0.09 
percent to 0.14 percent for 1989, and 0.01 percent to 
0.05 percent for 1990. Usually the EIA-7A coal pro- 
duction data are higher than the ElA-6 coal production 
data, due to the differences in the threshold reporting 
requirements. 

This publication is prepared by the Survey Manage- 
ment Division, Office of Coal, Nuclear, Electric and 
Alternate Fuels; Energy Information Administration 
(EIA) to fulfill its data collection and dissemination 
responsibilities as specified in the Federal Energy Ad- 
ministration Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-275) as amended. 
Weekly Coal Production is intended for use by industry, 
press. State and local governments, and consumers. 
Other publications that may be of interest are the quar- 
terly Coal Distribution, the Quarterly Coal Report, Coal 
Production 1990, and Coal Data: A Reference, 

This publication was prepared by Wayne M. Watson 
under the direction of Mary K. PauU, Team Leader, 
Coal Data Systems, and Noel C. Balthasar, Chief, Coal 
and Uranium Data Systems Branch. Questions on energy 
statistics should be directed to the National Energy In- 
formation Center (NEIC) at (2021586-8800). 


This report was prepared by the Energy Information Administration, the independent statistical and ana- 
lytical agency within the Department of Energy. The information contained herein should not be construed 
as advocating or reflecting any policy of the Department of Energy or any other organization. 
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Summary 


U.S. coal production in the week ended October 26, than in the comparable week in 1990. Production east 

1991, as estimated by the Energy Information Admin- of the Mississippi River totaled 12 million short tons, 

istration, totaled 20 million short tons. This was about and production west of the Mississippi River totaled 8 

the same as in the previous week, but slightly lower million short tons. 


Figure 1. Coal Production 



Table 1. Coal Production 



Week Ended 

52 Weeks Ended 

Production 







and Caiioadings 

10/26/91 

10/19/91 

10/27/90 

10/26/91 

10/27/90 

Percent 

Change 

Production (Thousand Short Tons) 







Bituminous Coal^ and Lignite 

20,361 

19,911 

20,884 

1,000,168 

1,020,956 

-2.0 

Pennsylvania Anthracite 

57 

52 

83 

2.794 

3,509 

-20.4 

U.S. Total 

20,418 

19,962 

20.967 

1,002.962 

1,024,465 

-2.1 

Railroad Cars Loaded 

134,663 

131,204 

137,635 

6,496,985 

6,652,965 



Includes subbituminous coal. 

Notes; 1991 data are preliminary. Total may not equal sum of components because of Independent rounding. 

Sources: Association of American Railroads, Transportation Division, Weekly Statement CS-54A' Energy Information Administration, 
Form EIA-6, “Coal Distribution Report"; Form EIA-7A “Coal Production Report"; and State mining agency coal production reports. 



Table 2. Coal Production by State 

(Thousand Short Tons) 


Region and State 

Week Ended 

10/26/91 

10/19/91 

10/27/90 

Bituminous CoaP and Lignite 




East of the Mississippi 

12,319 

11,874 

12,921 

Alabama 

633 

517 

563 

Illinois 

1,095 

1,146 

1,177 

Indiana 

628 

741 

829 

Kentucky 

3,212 

3,141 

3,480 

Kentucky, Eastern 

2,389 

2,453 

2,620 

Kentucky, Western 

823 

688 

859 

Maryland 

75 

71 

70 

Ohio 

635 

666 

751 

Pennsylvania Bituminous 

1,365 

1,423 

1,428 

Tennessee 

100 

108 

103 

Virginia 

920 

858 

985 

West Virginia 

3,656 

3,203 

3,535 

West of the Mississippi 

8,041 

8,037 

7,963 

Alaska 

39 

38 

49 

Arizona 

234 

229 

270 

Arkansas 

1 

1 

1 

Colorado 

313 

400 

407 

Iowa 

7 

7 

8 

Kansas 

11 

11 

12 

Louisiana 

71 

81 

75 

Missouri 

50 

49 

49 

Montana 

779 

769 

768 

New Mexico 

550 

501 

543 

North Dakota 

589 

591 

522 

Oklahoma 

37 

26 

30 

Texas 

1,130 

1,103 

1,122 

Utah 

365 

436 

454 

Washington 

96 

94 

99 

Wyoming 

3,770 

3,701 

3,554 

Bituminous CoaP and Lignite Total 

20,361 

19,911 

20,884 

Pennsylvania Anthracite 

57 

52 

83 

U.S. Total 

20,418 

19,962 

20,967 


^ Includes subbituminous coal. 

Notes: 1991 data are preliminary. Total may not equal sum of components because of independent rounding. 

Sources: Association of American Railroads. Transportation Division, Weekly Statement CS-54A Energy Information Administration. 
Form ElA-6, Coal Distribution Report Form EIA-7A “Coal Production Report"; and State mining agency coal production reports. 



Electronic Publishing System (EPUB) 


User Instructions 

EPUB is an electronic publishing system maintained by the Energy Information Administration of the US, Department of Energy. 
EPUB allows the general public to electronically access selected energy data from many of EIA's statistical reports. The system 
is a menu-dnven, bulletin board tj^pe system with extensive online help capabilities that can be accessed free of charge 24 hours 
a day by using a terminal or PC with an asynchronous modem. (EPUB will be taken down briefly at midnight for backup.) 

CONFIGURING YOUR PC SOFTWARE 

PC users must provide the following information to their communications software in order to successfully access the EPUB 
system. Consult your communications software documentation for information on how to correctly configure your software. 

Communications Parameters: 

BAUD RATE: 300 - 2400 bps 
DATA BITS: 8 
STOP BITS: 1 
PARITY: NONE 
DUPLEX: FULL 

TERMINAL TYPE: example: ANSI, ANSI-BBS, VTlOO 

ACCESS PHONE NUMBER 

Once your communications software and/or hardware has been configured, you can access EPUB by dialing (202)586-2557. 

USING EPUB 

When a connection to the system has been made, some users may find that the menu-driven instructions and the online help 
capabilities will provide enougjh information to effectively use EPUB. If needed, more extensive information may be found in 
the EPUB Users Guide, which is available online from the EPUB system or from: 

National Energy Information Center, EI-231 
Energy Information Administration 
Forrestal Building, Room lF-048 
Washington, DC 20585 
(202) 586-8800 

Hours 8:CX) a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday 
EPUB ASSISTANCE: 

For communications or technical assistance, call (202) 586-8959, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through Friday. 

For questions about the content of EPUB reports, call (202) 586-8800, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time, Monday through 
Friday. 

EPUB PROVIDES SELECTED DATA FROM THE FOLLOWING EIA PUBLICATTIONS: 

Weekly Petroleum Status Report updated on Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 

Petroleum Supply Monthly, updated on the 20th of the month 
Petroleum Marketing Monthly, updated on the 20th of the month 
Natural Gas Monthly, updated on the 20th of the month 
Weekly Coal Production, updated on Fridays at 5:00 p.m. 

Quarterly Coal Report updated 60 days after the end of the quarter 
Electric Power Monthly, updated on the 1st of the month 
Monthly Energy Review, updated the last week of the month 
Short Term Energy Outlook, updated 60 days after the end of the quarter. 



Methodology 
Weekly Data 

Weekly coal production estimates are based on 
weekly carload data collected by the Association of 
American Railroads (AAR) from its member 
railroads and other cooperating railroads. EIA 
calculates the average tonnage per carload for each 
railroad's coal car fleet from information obtained 
from the most recent Quarterly Freight Commodity 
Statistics filed by Class I Railroads with the 
Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) and from 
data made available by individual railroads. These 
average tonnages per carload are then multiplied by 
the number of cars loaded to obtain an estimate of 
weekly coal production shipped by AAR railroads. 

Next, the weekly coal production estimate for a 
specific week is obtained by dividing the AAR rail 
tonnage for the week by a factor representing the 
proportion of quarterly AAR rail shipments to total 
quarterly coal production for the same quarter of the 
previous year in order to reflect seasonal variation. 
The ratio of rail tonnage to total production is 
occasionally adjusted to take into consideration 
current rail or coal strikes. 

Once the U.S. weekly coal production estimate is 
determined, it is split into two subtotals - a portion 
for States with littie or no rail coal shipments, and 
3 pprtion for the remaining States, in which a 
si^ficant percentage of production is shipped by 
rail. The States with little or no railroad coal 
shipments are Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, 
Georgia, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, Texas, 
and Washington. With the exception of California 
and Louisiana, the weekly production estimate for 
each "nonrail State" is estimated by multiplying the 
U.S. weekly coal production estimate by the ratio of 
projected production for that State to total U.S. 
projected production, for the current quarter. The 
methodology used to project State coal production is 
given in the EIA publication Model Documentation of 
the Short-Term Coal Analysis System (DOE/ElA-0394). 
The EIA contacts the producers in California and 
Louisiana to obtain their production estimates. 

Production estimates for the "rail States" are based 
on the weekly railroad tonnage data for railroads 
shipping coal from those States, data supplied by 
these railroads on the percentages of their coal 
shipments originating from these States, and 
estimates made by the EIA concerning the amount 
of State production tonnage that is shipped on these 
railroads. These figures are used to compute weekly 
coal production estimates for these "rail States." 
These independent estimates are then proportionately 
adjusted to insure that the total production estimate 
for these "rail States" equals the U.S. total weekly 
coal production estimate minus the production 
estimated for all of the "nonrail States." Separate 


production estimates are made for the anthracite and 
bituminous coal regions in Pennsylvania, eastern and 
western Kentucky, and northern and southern West 
Virginia. 


Monthly Data 

Preliminary estimates of monthly coal production by 
State are obtained by summing weekly coal 
production estimates published in the Weekly Coal 
Production report. If a week extends into a new 
month, the production is allocated by day, and the 
days are added to the month in which they occur. 
For weeks without holidays, the allocation is 
Monday through Friday, 18.4 percent each day; 
Saturday, 8 percent; and Sunday, 0 percent. For 
weeks with a holiday occurring on a day other than 
Sunday, the allocation is Sunday and the holiday, 0 
percent; and any other day, 20 percent. 

Preliminary weekly and monthly production 
estimates are revised quarterly when quarterly 
production data, become available. Preliminary 
weekly and monthly estimates are proportionately 
adjusted to conform to the quarterly production 
figure. 


Quarterly Data 

Estimates of quarterly coal production are based on 
data collected quarterly on Form EIA-6, with certain 
adjustments. TTie national estimate of quarterly coal 
production is set equal to the quarterly U.S. coal 
production total as reported on the Form EIA-6. 
Based on 1988 and 1989 data, the coal production 
estimation error for a quarter at the national level 
(i.e., the difference between tire sum of the weekly 
estimates for a quarter and the quarterly EIA-6 
preliminaiy data) ranges from 1 percent to 4 percent 
for 1988 and 1 percent to 2 percent for 1989. 

The quarterly production data, although published 
throughout the year, are considered preliminary until 
EIA annual production data are finalized in 
September of the following year. At that time 
quarterly production data are revised 
(proportionately adjusted) to conform to the final 
annual production figures. 


Finalizing Annual Production 

Preliminaty total annual U.S. coal production, as 
reported in the Weekly Coal Production report in the 
first week in January of the following year, is the 
sum of revised monthly /quarterly estimates of 
production for the first 9 months (first three 
quarters) and a preliminary estimate of fourth 
quarter production derived from weekly estimates. 



When production data for the fourth quarter of the 
year become available from Form EIA-6 in March of 
the following year, the preliminary fourth-quarter 
U.S. total production figure and corresponding State- 
level figures may or may not be revised, depending 
on the size of the difference between the estimates 
and fourth-quarter data. As a general practice, EIA 
does not revise the initial annual production 
estimates (determined initially in January of the 
following year). Weekly, monthly, and quarterly 
State and national production data are adjusted to 


conform to finalized armual production figures 
derived from Form EIA-7A, in September of the 
following year. 


Based on 1988 and 1989 data, the revision error for 
a quarter at the national level (i.e., the difference 
between the EIA-6 preliminary data and the EIA- 
7A final data) ranges from 0.02 percent to 0.08 
percent for 1988 and 0.09 percent to 0.14 percent for 
1989. 



